Ivan S. Seidenberg
Chief Executive Officer

Verizon Communications
29th Floor
140 West Street
New York, NY 10007
      Re:  2007 Shareholder Resolution

        Verizon -- Privacy Rights Protection Report


Dear Mr. Seidenberg,


As a shareholder of Verizon stock, I am concerned about the many reports alleging that our long distance company MCI has been involved in sharing our customers’ private communications data records with various entities within the federal government, including the National Security Administration (NSA), without first requiring a court order or legal warrant.


I am surprised that you have avoided a direct response to those reports. From everything I have read in the media so far, Verizon has not confirmed or denied MCI’s involvement in the alleged NSA warrantless surveillance program. Our long distance company’s supposed participation has caused harm to our goodwill and reputation; and has in all likelihood disappointed current customers and discouraged future customers. In addition, the potential legal liabilities from multiple lawsuits are enormous and threaten to undermine the value of the company.
I am also concerned about ongoing violations of customer privacy including pretexting. It was disturbing to learn that this practice was used by Hewlett-Packard management to obtain data on phone calls made by board members. It causes greater concern to learn this illegal snooping on fellow board members occurred with Verizon President Lawrence Babbio on HP’s board. Shareholders deserve an explanation of how pretexting could have occurred under Mr. Babbio’s watch. 

By taking an industry leadership position and being an outspoken advocate for privacy rights, you could increase the value of Verizon and confirm its high level of integrity among our customers, employees, shareholders and the general public.


The “Privacy Rights Protection Report” shareholder proposal filed with the company asks you to explain to shareholders Verizon’s position on the privacy rights of customers, and the ramifications of the company’s involvement in the domestic spying program and disclosing information to private investigators.

I hope you and the Verizon Board of Directors give serious consideration to adopting the resolution outright, and urge all investors to support it at the spring ’07 annual shareholder meeting. Should you desire to discuss any of the issues raised herein please contact me.
Sincerely,

Name

Address

Telephone
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