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Meg Voorhes
Director of Research, US SIF

Meg Voorhes is director of research of US SIF: The Forum for Sustainable and 
Responsible Investment and of the US SIF Foundation. She is the author or co-author 
of several US SIF Foundation publications, including its biennial Report on US, 
Sustainable, Responsible, and Impact Investing Trends. Before joining US SIF in 
2008, Meg directed environmental, social and governance research for RiskMetrics 
Group’s Financial Research and Analysis division. Meg spent much of her career at 
the Investor Responsibility Research Center. From 1996 through 2005, she headed 
IRRC’s Social Issues Service, where she directed research for institutional investor 
and corporate clientele on the environmental, human rights, and other social issues 
raised by shareholders at U.S. companies. Previously, Meg specialized in issues 
related to multinational investment and corporate responsibility in South Africa. 
From 1990 through 1996, she directed IRRC’s Southern Africa Service.
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An introduction to US | SIF
Mission Statement:
Rapidly shift investment practices towards sustainability, focusing on 
long-term investment and the generation of positive social and 
environmental impacts. 

Vision Statement:
Environmental, social and governance (ESG) impacts are 
meaningfully assessed in all investment decisions resulting in a more 
sustainable and equitable society. 

Our Members:
Asset management firms, asset owners, financial advisors and other 
service providers, community investing institutions, nonprofit 
organizations collectively representing $3 trillion in assets under 
management
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What is sustainable investing?

• Sustainable investing is an investment 
discipline that considers environmental, 
social and corporate governance (ESG) 
criteria to generate long-term competitive 
financial returns and positive societal impact.

• Other terms:  ESG investing, responsible 
investing, socially responsible investing, 
impact investing.
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US sustainable investing is growing rapidly

It totaled $12.0 trillion in 2018.  

That represented:

• 26% of the $46.6 trillion in all US 
assets under professional 
management

• 38% growth since 2016

• 18-fold growth since 1995
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How US SIF measures sustainable investing
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The top 5 ESG issues for money managers
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The top ESG issues raised in shareholder 
resolutions
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A Closer Look at ESG 
Incorporation by Money 

Managers
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Growth of ESG Incorporation by Money Managers 
2005-2018
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Reasons Money Managers Consider ESG Factors 2018
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ESG Incorporation Strategies by Money Managers 2018
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Sustainable Funds Quarterly Flows

Source: Morningstar Direct. Data as of 3/31/2020. Includes open-end and exchange-traded funds available 
to  U.S. investors. Includes funds that have been liquidated; does not include funds of funds 



Jamison Ervin
Manager, United Nations Development Programme

Jamison Ervin is manager of the United Nations Development Programme's 
Nature for Development Program. Her 30-year career has focused on the 
intersection of nature, climate and sustainable development. She holds a 
Ph.D. in Natural Resources from the University of Vermont.
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Andrew Behar
CEO, As You Sow

Andrew Behar, As You Sow CEO, has 30 years of experience as a Senior 
Executive and strategist in the cleantech, communications, and life science 
sectors. Prior to joining As You Sow, Andrew founded and was CEO of a 
start-up developing innovative fuel cell technologies. He served as COO for 
a social media agency focused on sustainability and has been a strategic 
consultant in the nonprofit sector. He is a member of the board of US Social 
Investing Forum (US-SIF) and is a member of the UN Sustainable Stock 
Exchange Green Finance Advisory Group. His book, The Shareholders Action 
Guide: Unleash Your Hidden Powers to Hold Corporations Accountable was 
published in November 2016 by Berrett-Koehler.
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Jeff Conant
Senior International Forests Program Manager, Friends of the Earth US

Jeff Conant directs Friends of the Earth’s international forests program. The program’s primary campaign, 
“Landgrabs, Forests and Finance” pressures institutional investors and consumer brands to address the 
material risks associated with rainforest destruction. Recent successes include supporting CalPERS to expand 
its ESG policies to recognize deforestation, biodiversity, and land rights as material investment risks, and 
pressuring several multinational consumer brands to cancel contracts with abusive palm oil suppliers in 
Guatemala.

Jeff has worked on issues of international development justice for two decades, including advocacy for 
climate justice at the U.N. and other global arenas. With International Accountability Project he co-authored 
A Community Guide to the Environmental and Social Safeguards of the Asian Development Bank; and with 
Hesperian Health Guides he co-authored A Community Guide to Environmental Health, a grassroots manual 
published in over a dozen languages. Jeff is also author of A Poetics of Resistance, about Mexico’s Zapatista 
movement, and translator of Wind in the Blood: Mayan Healing and Chinese Medicine.

He holds a Bachelor’s Degree from Boston University and a Master’s in Rhetoric and Communications from 
New College of California.
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LEGAL DISCLAIMER
The information provided in this webinar is provided “AS IS” without warranty of any kind. As You Sow makes no 
representations and provides no warranties regarding any information or opinions provided herein, including, but not limited 
to, the advisability of investing in any particular company, or investment fund, or other vehicle. While we have obtained 
information believed to be objectively reliable, neither As You Sow nor any of its employees, officers, directors, trustees, or 
agents, shall be responsible or liable, directly or indirectly, for any damage or loss caused or alleged to be caused by or in 
connection with use of or reliance on any information contained herein, including, but not limited to, lost profits or punitive or 
consequential damages. Past performance is not indicative of future returns.

As You Sow does not provide investment, financial planning, legal, or tax advice. We are neither licensed nor qualified to 
provide any such advice. The content of our programming, publications, and presentations is provided free of charge to the 
public for informational and educational purposes only, and is neither appropriate nor intended to be used for the purposes of 
making any decisions on investing, purchases, sales, trades, or any other investment transactions.

Our events, websites, and promotional materials may contain external links to other resources, and may contain comments or 
statements by individuals who do not represent As You Sow. As You Sow has no control over, and assumes no responsibility 
for, the content, privacy policies, or practices of any third party websites or services that you may access as a result of our 
programming. As You Sow shall not be responsible or liable, directly or indirectly, for any damage or loss caused or alleged to 
be caused by or in connection with use of or reliance on any such content, goods, or services available on or through any such 
websites or services.
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Thank you for
joining us today!

As You Sow
Stefanie Spear

sspear@asyousow.org

AsYouSow.org/invest-your-values
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