OG Joins As You Sow for an Event Oﬀering a Look Into the
Shocking Future of Fracking in LA and Other Ci es
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On Tuesday, October 25, As You Sow held their “No Fracking Way!” fundraiser at Space 150 oﬃces in Venice, CA.
Founded in 1992, the nonprofit has been working with corpora ons to introduce shareholder resolu ons that, in the
words of Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer Andrew Behar, “bring them into integrity” on energy use, environmental health,
waste management, and human rights. As You Sow’s eﬀorts have, among other achievements, resulted in hundreds of
thousands of tons of waste being diverted from landfills annually and millions of acres of gene cally modified crops
never having been planted.
Self‐described “reformed petrosexual” Rick Overton provided a short bit of
comic relief to the gathered a endees. Behar then began addressing the issue
at hand: using the highly risky and highly consequen al technique of hydraulic
fracturing, referred to as “fracking” for short, in the Los Angeles area to ex‐
tract oil and natural gas trapped in sub‐surface, non‐porous rock forma ons.
Academy Award nominee Josh Fox, the documentary filmmaker behind Gas‐
land, joined the event via Skype to highlight the deleterious eﬀects associated
with fracking. In addi on to toxically tainted groundwater, he stressed that
there is a huge problem with “fugi ve emission,” in energy industry parlance,
of the greenhouse gas methane into the atmosphere in those areas where it is
employed – like Texas.
According to a recent Cornell University study, this release could be worse
than that of carbon dioxide from coal‐burning power plants. In conjunc on
to poli cal lobbying, Fox described the natural gas industry as conduc ng a
“charm oﬀensive” to sell the public on a con nua on and expansion of frack‐
ing in gas‐holding shale forma ons across the country. Fox added that “shale
gas is the big thing that’s in the way of our renewable energy future.”
A er the presenta on, I spoke with As You Sow’s founder, Tom Van Dyck, to
get his insigh ul view on the persistence of fossil fuels and economic barriers
to realizing a renewable energy revolu on.
Tom: “What we don’t have is a free market. A free market is where pollu on
is no longer a subsidy. You have all the costs and externali es priced into a product and all subsidies are gone. In
that way, [fossil fuel and alterna ve energy] products can compete. It’s not a free market when taxpayers pick up
the tab for a Superfund site.”
Michael: “Right, if we had free markets, we would probably see a gallon of gas running around $15. Under those
circumstances, wouldn’t a lot of alterna ve energies do much be er absent subsidies of their own?”
Tom: “Correct. That’s exactly right. We need regula ons in place so that externali es are embedded. That’s what

regula on should be for. And the fines should be great because those are
risks that taxpayers are picking up the tab on. That’s not a free market,
that’s a subsidized market. We have a system right now where capital is
protec ng where capital is invested, rather than where capital needs to go.
That situa on buys lobbying dollars. We’re not really a capitalis c system
because we’re clogging and gumming up the engine of innova on.”

Check out As You Sow to learn more about their eﬀorts to ensure that hu‐
man health and the environment factor into corporate decision‐making.
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